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First Commissioner of Works, and his combination of sound
Liberalism with extreme tactlessness caused endless diffi-
culties. Unhappily his office brought him into contact
with the Crown; and the Queen pressed vigorously for a
change in his Department. Gladstone was defensive ; but
whilst he parried her attacks, a change was operated in his
Cabinet by an agency that was not susceptible to argument.
For Lord Clarendon died in June, and a new Foreign Secre-
tary must be found. His choice fell upon Granville ; and
the appointment was most congenial to the Queen, who
viewed him as " the only really fit person for that important
post/' Granville (whom his contemporaries sometimes knew
as " Puss ") was always tactful; he had been most obliging
when she had her difficulties with Lord Palmerston; and
he served Gladstone as an invaluable interpreter at Court.
Not that she undervalued Gladstone, since that year she
spoke to Granville " in the most kind and flattering manner
about you, and the importance you were to her and to the
State. She said she had hoped to see you in the Autumn,
but that the one important point was to do that which was
really most invigorating & resting to you." Their harmony
was still unbroken, although she was now undertaking an
increasing weight of public work. That summer there had
been her .Drawing Room, the new buildings of London
University, the Windsor Association, Aldershot, and the
Workmen's Exhibition. This was a notable advance upon
the royal calendar of recent years ; but she really dreaded
the public opening of the Embankment. With Grey no
longer at her elbow to insist, Colonel Ponsonby wrote to
excuse her. Gladstone was inclined to argue; but the
Queen was firm, and her inability to appear was duly in-
timated to the public.

But in those summer days the public mind was elsewhere,
although Lord Granville had been assured by the Under-
secretary of State that he had never in his long experience
known so great a lull in foreign affairs. The judicious Ham-
mond had overlooked the fact that it was July, 1870 ; and